
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exam Board - OCR 

What can I expect from this subject?  

Music is constantly evolving, inspiring creativity and expression in a unique way, unlike 
any other subject. GCSE Music offers pupils a relevant and contemporary GCSE 
qualification which incorporates a wide range of musical genres with more opportunities 
for practical learning. GCSE Music brings theory, listening and composition to life in a new 
and engaging way and links to the world around us like never before. Throughout the two-
year course, pupils will study three units:  

1. Understanding music  
2. Performing music   
3. Composing music  

Understanding music focuses on listening and contextual understanding which is 
assessed by a written 1 hour 30 minute exam. Within this topic, pupils will study 4 key 
areas: Western Classical Music 1690-1910, Popular Music, Traditional Music and 
Classical Music since 1910.  

For the performance unit, students prepare two performances pieces (one solo and one 
ensemble piece) which are both internally assessed.  

For the composition unit, students compose two compositions; one to a brief provided by 
the exam board and the other a free composition.  

What can I do to prepare for this course?  

Pupils should already be learning an instrument or having singing lessons with an aim to 
be playing repertoire at Grade 4 standard by Year 11.   

Pupils should listen to a variety of music from different genres and think about what 
music they enjoy listening to and who inspires their music making.   

• Find pieces of music you enjoy playing or singing.   



• Note down any initial ideas for a free composition. Little melodies, rhythms and chord 
progressions are all great places to start.   

What will my next steps be?  

Students may choose to continue with music, by studying A-Level or BTEC 
Music/Performing Arts; equally, they may want to study other subjects. Either way, 
choosing Music GCSE will be of benefit as it provides transferable skills and can open 
doors to a range of education and employment pathways in:  

• Music (as a teacher, music therapist, sound technician, or working in a music venue).  
• Arts/creative industries (working in television, media, film, production, theatre, radio 

or arts administration).  

Music is also highly regarded as an academic subject and would complement other 
studies in leading to a professional career.  

 


