
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exam Board – OCR Gateway A  

What can I expect from this subject?  

Science seeks to explain how the universe works, from the smallest objects (atoms, 
elements, and amoeba), to the largest (blue whales, industrial chemical processes, and 
galaxies). The GCSE Sciences seek to develop an understanding of the works of some of 
the greatest scientific minds history has known, for instance, Newton, Curie, Mendeleev, 
Rutherford, Franklin and Bell. They build on the foundations of the skills and content which 
are laid at KS3, namely: recalling concepts, laws and principles, and applying them to new 
and unfamiliar situations; working methodically and problem solving; planning, making, 
recording, analysing and evaluating data. The course covers, amongst other topics:   

• Biology: cells, genes and the human body.   
• Chemistry: elements, reactions and quantitative chemistry.   
• Physics: matter, magnetism and radioactivity. 

The assessment of combined science GCSE consists of 6 examination papers which are 
sat at the end of Year 11. There are two biology papers, two chemistry papers and two 
physics papers.  

What can I do to prepare for this course?  

• Watch programmes such as ‘Bang Goes the Theory’, ‘Wonders of the Solar System’, 
‘Blue Planet’, ‘Rough Science’ and ‘Horizon’.  

• Listen to ‘Dara O’Briain’s Science Club’ and ‘Brainwaves’.  
• Visit the popular science section of a bookshop and choose a publication to read.  
• Visit museums e.g. We The Curious, The Science Museum, The Natural History 

Museum, aquariums  
• Keep asking ”How does this work?”, “Why?” and “What if…?”  

What will my next steps be?  

GCSE Combined Sciences provide a sound basis for continuing to study the various 
combinations of A-Level Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Maths. Studying sciences at 



KS5 blends well with A-Level Economics, or BTEC Animal Management, as well as 
geography and product design. The sciences facilitate careers in medicine, engineering, 
the armed forces, conservation and forensics, and many, many more.  

 


